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 iso files on the computer’s hard drive. **Microsoft Windows XP** Microsoft Windows XP SP3 32-bit and 64-bit Edition as a
single boot or a dual-boot with any other version of Microsoft Windows; Microsoft Windows XP OEM; Microsoft Windows XP
Professional Edition. Hardware requirements The Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Standard SP2 media is suitable for use with

**Compatible Software & Hardware** **®** Microsoft Windows Server 2003 SP2 is based on the latest versions of the
underlying Microsoft Windows and Microsoft Server technologies. The minimum hardware requirements for the installation

media are, and the minimum system requirements are: **System Requirements** **®** Microsoft Windows XP Home,
Professional, Server, or Datacenter Edition (32-bit only) or Windows Server 2003 Service Pack 1 (64-bit only); Microsoft

Windows 2000 Professional SP4 or Windows Server 2003 SP1; Windows 2000 Server with SP3; Windows NT 4.0 Professional
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SP3 or SP4 with SP1; Windows 98 SE with SP2 or Windows 2000 Professional SP4 with SP2; Windows NT 4.0 SP4 with SP2.
This chapter covers how to obtain and install Microsoft Windows XP and Microsoft Windows Server 2003 operating systems.
The following chapters also cover this topic: **3**. **Prepare for Installation** **4**. **Install Microsoft Windows XP**
**5**. **Prepare for Installation** **6**. **Install Microsoft Windows Server 2003** ## CHAPTER 2 ## Preparing for

Installation **In This Chapter** **Prepare your media** **Test your media** **Create a partition on the hard drive** In the
past few years, Microsoft has produced various versions of the Microsoft Windows operating system, such as Microsoft

Windows XP, Windows Vista, and Windows 7. Each new version has an upgrade path that allows users to easily upgrade from
one version to the next. This upgrade path is made possible because Windows is built on the foundation of the **Protected

Mode Interface (PMI)**. PMI allows Windows to operate in either 32- or 64-bit mode. An exception is for the IBM
x86-compatible family of hardware architectures, which cannot be upgraded to run newer versions of Windows. In this chapter,
you will find information on how to prepare your media for the installation of a new version of Microsoft Windows. You will
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